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DISTRIBUTION OF PVCs BEGINS TODAY IN TEN STATES
The distribution of Perma-nent Voter Cards (PVCs) by the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) will start today in ten states in the first of three phases. It will end on Sunday 25th May 2014.
A press statement issued by the Chief Press Secretary to the Honaurable Chairman, INEC, Mr Kayode Idowu in respect of the distribution of PVCs reads:
As the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) commences the distribution of Permanent Voter Cards (PVCs) on Friday, 23rd May, 2014, the Commission hereby calls on every registered voter in the 10 states under Phase One to visit the polling unit where they previously registered in order to ascertain their registration status. 

The distribution of PVCs will last till Sunday, 25th May, 2014, in the following states: Taraba, Gombe, Zamfara, Kebbi, Benue, Kogi, Abia, Enugu, Akwa-Ibom and Bayelsa. 

Persons whose data have been appropriately captured will be handed their PVCs at the polling units in accordance with set procedures. Those with defective data, for whom PVCs have not been   produced,   will   have  the
opportunity to re-register during the Continuous Voter Registr-ation (CVR) that holds from Wednesday, 28th May, 2014, to Sunday, 1st June, 2014. 
There will be a display of the valid Register of Voters at the polling units where the PVCs will be distributed. It is, thus, important for every voter to visit his/her polling unit from Friday, 23rd May to Sunday, 25th May, 2014, to ascertain his/her registration status; contrary to suggestions that persons in so-called ‘zero poll-ing units’ need not show up.

The CVR is for the following categories of people:

(i) Persons who turned 18 years after the last registration; 

(ii) Persons who were 18 years at the time but did not present themselves for registration; and 

(iii) Persons whose data were not adequately captured previously and for whom PVCs have not been produced.

For avoidance of doubt, the exercise is not for everyone, including people wishing to transfer their registration data from where they previously registered.

INEC particularly urges persons in category (iii) above to be calm and re-present themselves for registration during the CVR, to have  their status  regularised. 

    23 / 05 / 2014
INEC ACCREDITS OBSERVERS GROUPS FOR EKITI AND OSUN GOVERNORSHIP ELECTIONS
The Independent National Elec-toral Commission (INEC) has approved twenty nine (29) Observers groups to participate in the Ekiti and Osun governor-ship elections scheduled for 21st June 2014 and 9th August 2014.
The Commission said the accreditation was sequel to the initial application of the Observer groups as contained in the completed Form EMOC 01 which was assessed by it.
The Commission warned that any Observer group other than those accredited which found themselves in the field in the course of the two elections would be prosecuted.

Those accredited are:

1. Centre For Education (Aka) Transition Monitoring Group (TMG)
2. Justice And Equity Organiza-tion
3. NEPAD Nigeria
4. Reclaim Naija
5. Centre For Democracy And Development
6. Centre For Peace Building & Socio-Economic Resources Development (CEPSERD)
7. Nigeria Civil Society Situation Room (Policy And Legal Advocacy Centre)
8. Nigerian Bar Association
9. National Association For Peaceful Election In Nigeria
10. Independent Election Monito-ring Group (IEMG)
11. Rights Monitoring Group
12. Election Monitor
13. Police Service Commission
14. Cleen Foundation
15. Institute For Peace And Conflict Resolution
16. Research Initiative For Sustainable Development And Gender Awareness (RISDGA)
17. Justice Development And Peace Commission (Catholic Caritas Foundation of Nigeria)
18. The Forum of State Independent Electoral Commissions of Nigeria (FOSIECON)
19. Women Arise For Change Initiative
20. EU Delegation – Abuja
21. International Foundation For Electoral System (IFES)
22. United States Mission To Nigeria
23. High Commission of Canada
24. British High Commission
25. UNDP/DGD – Abuja
26. Embassy of Kindom of Netherlands
27. Embassy of Switzerland 
28. Embassy of The Federal Republic of Germany
29. Embassy of France.
INEC BAUCHI STATE INAUGURATES INTER-AGENCY ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON VOTER EDUCATION AND PUBLICITY 

The Resident Electoral Commis-sioner, Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), Bauchi State, Mr. Samuel Madaki Usman, has urged the recently established Bauchi State Inter-Agency Advisory Committee on Voter   Education   and   Publicity
(NICVEP), to evolve effective ways of reducing the current low level of awareness amongst the Electorate on Electoral matters.

The Commissioner who was speaking at the inauguration of the Committee in Bauchi, yesterday, observed that most of the vices observed during past elections in the country, such as voter apathy, and negative attitudes which sometimes resulted in electoral violence, have direct link with the poor voter education and mobilization that are inherent in the society.

He noted that it is in realization of this that the Independent National Electoral Commission has for the first time decided to engage a wide range of agencies in the task of educating an mobilizing for effective participation of the citizenry in the electoral process ahead of the 2015 General Election.
The Resident Electoral Commis-sioner expressed the hope that the Committee would assist in the efforts at obliterating the present low level of political awareness, voter apathy as well as promoting positive attitudes and responses among the electorate. 

Mr. Madaki was optimistic that the work of the Inter-Agency Advisory Committee on Voter Education and Publicity would also go a long way in encouraging compliance with regulations by the political class during politicking to discourage violence and other forms of malfeasance during Elections.

He told members that their selection was deliberate and followed a careful consideration and  the  belief    that  they  would 

deliver on this assignment. He charged members to see the task before them as a national assignment which should be pursued with all the patriotism it deserves.

The Resident Electoral Commissioner assured that the Independent National Electoral Commission attached a lot of importance to their assignment and would do everything possible to facilitate their work.

Members of the Committee include:

1. Samuel Madaki Usman, Resident Electoral Commiss-ioner, Chairman;
2. Garba S.D HOD, Voter Education, INEC Bauchi State, Member;
3. Mrs. Theresa Omaga, NOA, Member;
4. Ahmed Yakubu Lame, Mins. of Information, Bauchi State, Member;
5. Sani Garba Gamawa, Mins. of Women Affairs, Member;
6. Moh’d Ladan Ahmed Bauchi Radio Corporation, Member;
7. Lawal Umar Lalu, NTA, Bauchi, Member;
8. Yusuf Aliyu Lere, Globe F.M, Bauchi, Member;
9. Lawal Moh’d Yusuf AIT, Bauchi Centre, Member; 

10. Muhammad Sani Umar BATV Bauchi, Member ;
11. Ahmed A.A Chidanya Fed. Min. of Information, Member;
12. Aliyu Abubakar (Public Affairs Officer) INEC, Secretary.
The brief ceremony was witnessed by the Chairman and members of the Bauchi State Independent National Electoral Commission (BASIEC), among others.   
        

